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Did You Know? 
 There’s been a controversy of 
sorts for several years as to when the first 
Thanksgiving actually occurred … was it 
the Pilgrims and Native Americans in  
Plymouth Colony in 1621 or the 
Spaniards in Augustine, Florida in 1565?  
 And then, there is the 
Wampanoag side of the story, which is 
seldom heard. A treaty had been made 
between England, represented by the 
colony’s governor, John Carver, and the 
leader of the Wampanoag Nation, 
Yellow Feather Oasmeequin (Massosoit). 
According to Indian Country Today, 
the treaty “basically was an ‘I’ll watch 
your back, you watch mine’ agreement”. 
They collaborated and created a system 
to allow them all to live together.  
 It was common for the Indians to 
move freely through the colony and 
among the Pilgrims. After the harvest, 
which was the first, the Pilgrims 
celebrated by shooting guns into the air 
and also canons. Massosoit wasn’t sure 
what they were shooting at so gathered up 
about 90 warriors on a fact-finding 
mission. They discovered through an 
interpreter that the harvest was being 
celebrated and stayed in order to be sure 
this was true. They camped nearby … 90 
Indian men and 23 Mayflower survivors, 
who were afraid of the armed Native 
Americans. 
 They did eat together but 
according to this source, the two cultures 
were wary of each other.  
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RECTOR’s REPORT 
 
Dear Friends, 
 This year, the first Sunday of December will be the first 
Sunday of Advent. The season of Advent is often lost in the 
rush towards Christmas. Advent is an important time for 
Christians to prepare for the incarnation. It is a time to think and 
feel what it means for God to take human flesh and dwell 
among us. I want to encourage all of us to be sure and set aside 
time to spend with God and prepare for that coming. I hope we 
will all look at our hearts and discover whether or not we have 
room for Jesus to enter our lives anew. Christmas season goes 
from December 25th through January 5th. We don’t have to do 
all of our Christmas activities by December 25th, but we do need 
to be sure that there is room in the inn of our hearts for our Lord 
to be born anew in our lives. 
 Each Sunday, as you take your place in the pew, please 
be aware of those sitting near you. If you don’t know them, be 
sure to introduce yourself. They might be visitors or not, but we 
need to know and pray for one another. If you notice that they 
are not familiar with the prayer book, please help them find 
their way around. They may 
come from a different Christian 
tradition of worship or no church 
background. It is our job to make 
them feel comfortable with the 
Episcopal service to help them 
feel part of our church family. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Judy 
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                                            Thanksgiving Dinner  
 

Well, even if there is some confusion or debate about when the first Thanksgiving actually took place … they 
did eat! Following are what is believed to have happened and what was served: 
 
St. Augustine, Florida on September 8, 1565 … no flat top hats or oversized buckles, by the way. The Spaniards 
were dressed in 16th century garments and there were about 800 of them (2,000 started their journey). A 
Catholic mass was held before their Thanksgiving dinner. Their meal consisted of: salted pork, red wine, 
garbanzo beans, olives, and hard sea biscuits. There also may have been Caribbean foods they picked up during 
a stop at San Juan, Puerto Rico. If so, that would include yucca. The Native American tribe, Timucua, probably 
contributed corn, fresh fish, berries, and beans. 
 
According to The History Channel website, wild turkey was indeed plentiful back in 1621. But other fowl, such 
as swans, geese, and ducks, were probably served. Herbs, onions, and/or nuts may have been added to any of 
the birds to add flavor. Vegetables would have included onions, lettuce, beans, cabbage, spinach, carrots, and 
maybe, peas. Corn would have been taken off the cob and made into cornmeal, which was boiled and either 
pounded into a thick corn mush or porridge. Sometimes, molasses would be added. There were a lot of fruits in 
the area so plums, grapes, gooseberries, raspberries, and blueberries would have been eaten. The Indians ate 
cranberries and also used them as a dye, so the Pilgrims were probably familiar with those too. They had no 
sugar, having run out of what they brought on the ship. It wouldn’t be for another 50 years that cranberries 
would be sweetened into sauces or relishes. 
 
What else was eaten in 1621? Seafood! Mussels were plentiful and easily harvested. They probably added curds 
(similar consistency to cottage cheese) to the mussels. Lobster, oysters, clams, and bass may have been eaten 
too. There were no potatoes even though they were introduced by the Spaniards around 1570, but the Pilgrims 
either didn’t know about them or they weren’t popular enough to bring from England. They may have eaten 
Indian turnips and groundnuts. They had pumpkins and other squashes but no butter or wheat flour to make pie 
crusts and hadn’t made an ovens yet for baking. Early accounts show they hollowed out pumpkins, filling them 
with milk, spices, and honey to make a custard … these were then roasted whole in hot ashes. 
 

Other Thanksgiving News: 
 

Our Community Supper on November 13th featured turkey and trimmings!  
Over 100 people ate the wonderful meal. Many thanks to everyone who volunteered! 

 
 

Sydney reminds us all to count our blessings every day … not just at Thanksgiving.  
Good advice! 
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Thanksgiving	  Music	  
	  
Growing	  up,	  your	  Editor’s	  mother	  always	  played	  Bless	  This	  House	  on	  the	  piano	  at	  Thanksgiving.	  It	  was	  
published	  in	  1927	  and	  the	  first	  to	  record	  the	  song	  was	  a	  tenor,	  John	  McCormack.	  It’s	  been	  sung	  by	  many	  
artists,	  including	  Doris	  Day	  and	  Mahalia	  Jackson.	  Here	  are	  some	  of	  the	  lyrics	  to	  Bless	  This	  House	  (going	  
across	  –	  horizontally):	  
	  
1.	  	   Bless	  this	  house	   O	  Lord	  we	  pray	   Make	  it	  safe	   	   	   By	  night	  and	  Day	  
2.	  	   Bless	  these	  walls	   So	  firm	  and	  stout	   Keeping	  want	  	   	   And	  trouble	  out	  
8.	   Bless	  us	  all	   	   That	  we	  may	  be	   Fit	  O	  Lord	   	   	   To	  dwell	  with	  Thee	  
9.	   Bless	  us	  all	   	   That	  one	  day	   	   We	  may	  dwell	  	   	   O	  Lord	  with	  Thee	  
	  
If	  you’d	  like	  to	  hear	  a	  good	  version,	  check	  out	  the	  Mormon	  Tabernacle	  Choir	  at	  this	  site:	  
	   https://www.mormontabernaclechoir.org/…/bless-‐this-‐house.html.	  	  
	  
Another	  song/hymn	  associated	  with	  Thanksgiving	  is	  Come,	  Ye	  Thankful	  People,	  Come.	  It	  was	  written	  
in	  1844	  by	  the	  rector	  of	  Aston	  Standford	  church,	  Henry	  Alford,	  in	  Buckinghamshire,	  England.	  He	  revised	  
it	  a	  few	  times	  and	  set	  the	  hymn	  to	  music	  written	  by	  George	  J.	  Elvey	  (George’s	  Windsor	  published	  in	  
1858).	  The	  final	  revision	  by	  Alford	  was	  in	  1867.	  	  Here	  are	  the	  first	  and	  fourth	  verses:	  
	  
	   1.	  Come,	  ye	  thankful	  people,	  com,	   	   	   	   4.	  Then,	  thou	  Church	  triumphant	  come,	  
	   Raise	  the	  song	  of	  harvest	  home!	   	   	   	   Raise	  the	  song	  of	  harvest	  home!	  
	   All	  is	  safely	  gathered	  in,	   	   	   	   	   All	  be	  safely	  gathered	  in,	  
	   Ere	  the	  winter	  storms	  begin;	  	   	   	   	   Free	  from	  sorrow,	  free	  from	  sin,	  
	   God,	  our	  Maker,	  doth	  provide	   	   	   	   There,	  forever	  purified,	  
	   For	  our	  wants	  to	  be	  supplied;	   	   	   	   In	  God’s	  garner	  to	  abide;	  
	   Come	  to	  God’s	  own	  temple,	  come;	   	   	   	   Come,	  ten	  thousand	  angels,	  come,	  
	   Raise	  the	  song	  of	  harvest	  home!	   	   	   	   Raise	  the	  glorious	  harvest	  home!	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  

Singing	  in	  Church	  Without	  Feeling	  Embarrassed	  	  
(taken	  from	  the	  St.	  Andrew’s	  (Roswell)	  July	  Newsletter)	  

	  
1.	  Let	  go	  of	  past	  embarrassment.	  If	  you’ve	  had	  moments	  in	  the	  past	  when	  you	  have	  felt	  less	  than	  
confident	  or	  good	  about	  your	  singing,	  it’s	  time	  to	  let	  that	  go.	  What’s	  past	  is	  past,	  and	  you	  certainly	  aren’t	  
going	  to	  find	  any	  joy	  by	  dwelling	  on	  it.	  
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2.	  Embrace	  your	  unique	  voice.	  There	  are	  many	  types	  of	  voices,	  and	  just	  because	  yours	  is	  different	  
doesn’t	  mean	  it’s	  bad.	  Singing,	  especially	  in	  church,	  is	  about	  rejoicing,	  and	  about	  the	  meaning	  that	  it	  adds	  
to	  our	  lives	  and	  experiences.	  Believe	  it	  or	  not,	  it’s	  not	  all	  about	  how	  you	  sound.	  
3.	  Offer	  your	  voice	  to	  God.	  No	  matter	  what,	  sing	  with	  all	  your	  heart.	  No	  one	  is	  judging	  you	  –	  this	  is	  
church,	  right?	  The	  only	  audience	  that	  matters	  loves	  you	  unconditionally,	  and	  just	  like	  any	  loving	  Father,	  
God	  rejoices	  to	  hear	  His	  children	  sing.	  

Music	  is	  a	  gift	  from	  God.	  When	  we	  sing,	  we’re	  saying,	  “Thank	  you.”	  
	  
************************************************************************************************************	  

Sing Unto the Lord a New Song! 
This	  was	  the	  theme	  for	  the	  65th	  Diocesan	  Convention	  held	  in	  El	  Paso,	  TX	  October	  19th-‐22nd.	  Your	  Rector,	  
Senior	  Warden,	  and	  Delegates	  Carol	  Keys	  and	  John	  Harast	  were	  there	  to	  represent	  ECLC	  in	  the	  voting.	  
Bettye	  McGinness	  was	  there	  on	  our	  behalf	  selling	  all	  of	  the	  wonderful	  toffee	  she	  brought	  as	  well	  as	  many	  
many	  of	  our	  cookbooks.	  Her	  husband,	  Greg,	  came	  along	  and	  was	  with	  us	  for	  part	  of	  the	  programming.	  The	  
primary	  voting	  was	  on	  the	  2018	  budget	  for	  the	  diocese	  (passed)	  and	  to	  select	  members	  of	  various	  
committees.	  Here	  are	  some	  tidbits	  we	  took	  away:	  
1.	   The	  Asset	  Map	  was	  a	  big	  help	  after	  Hurricane	  Harvey	  in	  quickly	  finding	  resources	  at	  the	  various	  
churches	  to	  help	  victims.	  
2.	   May	  5,	  2018	  is	  the	  date	  to	  elect	  the	  new	  Bishop	  for	  the	  diocese,	  to	  be	  held	  at	  the	  cathedral	  in	  
Albuquerque.	  
3.	   Why	  we	  are	  baptized	  (per	  the	  main	  speaker):	  	  
	   a)	  	   to	  preach	  good	  news	  to	  the	  poor	  (including	  food,	  housing,	  healthcare,	  clothing),	  	  
	   b)	   to	  give	  new	  sight	  to	  the	  blind	  (another	  word	  for	  blind	  is	  hardheartedness)	  
	   c)	   to	  liberate	  all	  oppressed	  (poor	  etc.,	  those	  blamed	  for	  their	  status)	  
	   d)	   to	  be	  an	  alternative	  of	  hope	  for	  the	  world.	  
4.	   Snow	  Camp	  2018	  will	  be	  held	  in	  Ruidoso	  2/16-‐18/18.	  
	  
	  

Some	  photos	  from	  the	  event:	  	  	  	   	  	  	  	  	  Is	  Carol	  praying	  over	  her	  vote?	  J	  

	  
Bettye	  selling	  cookbooks	  and	  candy…	  many	  thanks!	  Bishop	  Michael	  and	  others	  in	  above	  photo.	  
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Below	  right,	  John	  and	  Bettye	  talking	  to	  a	  priest,	  Alan	  Brackenmeier,	  Dean	  of	  SE	  Deanery.	  On	  the	  left	  below	  
is	  our	  Rector,	  Judy,	  and	  the	  Diocesan	  Treasurer,	  Guy	  Gronguist.	  

	  
	  
*********************************************************************************************************	  
	   Focus on Ministry: Alcolytes, Eucharistic Ministers, and Lectors 
 
All three of our sites in ECLC have people who give their time to assisting with the service, reading Lessons 
and/or helping with the Eucharist. Although everyone is appreciated, we are especially honored when our 
younger members are available and serving as acolytes. They are our future and their participation is terrific. 
We have services at Holy Mount on Wednesdays at 5:30 pm, and on Sundays at 0800 and 1030 a.m. The 
schedules for St. Matthias and St. Anne’s are posted at their locations. If anyone would like to be trained to 
become a LEM – as we are affectionately called by our scheduler, Imelda Horne – please contact Imelda, Judy, 
or anyone on the Vestry. The more the merrier! 
 
Following is the Holy Mount schedule for the rest of November and December: (EM = Eucharist Minister, 
LEM = Lector and Eucharist Minister, and L = Lector – reads Lesson for that day). Reminder – if you will be 
absent, please find a replacement. Also – step in if ever needed! 
 
11/22:  5:30 LEM Don Fehrenbach 
11/26:  5:30 LEM Gary Jackson 
  1030 EM Brenda Restivo LEM Lori Featherstone 
11/29:  5:30 LEM Sandy Thomas 
12/3:  0800 LEM Ron Annala 
  1030 EM Josie Powell  LEM Mike Buechter 
12/6:  5:30 LEM Mary Aigner 
12/10:  0800 EM Sal Lopez  LEM Bob Whiteley 
  1030 EM  Brenda Restivo and Lori Featherstone L John Rutherford 
12/13:  5:30 LEM Pat Delhotal 
12/17:  0800 LEM Tony Martin 
  1030 EM Imelda Horne and Mary Aigner L Doug Weigle 
12/20:  5:30 LEM Gary Jackson 
12/24: 8:00 am Check schedule in sacristy please 
 10:30 am Check schedule in sacristy please 
 6:00 pm EM Brenda Restivo and Tony Martin L Sydney Calhoun 
 10:00 pm EM Shaula Cull and Josie Powell  L Ron Aigner 
12/27:  5:30 LEM Pat Delhotal 
12/30:  0800 EM Sal Lopez  LEM Don Farenbach 
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  1030 EM Steven Spencer LEM Sandy Thomas 
 

Many thanks to everyone who volunteers for this ministry!!! YOU make a difference! 
***************************************************************************************** 

Other News! 
1. Remember! Our cookbooks make wonderful gifts for Christmas … only $16.95 and you get not only 
wonderful recipes but memories too when you think of the great cooks who submitted them. 
2. The Deanery meeting was November 18th in Hobbs. 
3. YOU are invited to submit your name to Judy, John R., or one of the Vestry members, if YOU would like to 
be on the Vestry. There will be two openings in 2018 … terms are for three years … and we would love to have 
YOU! 
4. Joseph’s Workshop needs: sheets (especially twin), mattress pads, pillows, space heaters that work, and 
dishes … although ALL donations are welcome! Monetary donations are always welcome, too. Many thanks to 
BOSA members for helping so much! 
5. School supplies for the Ruidoso High School will be collected again in January. Thanks to all who donated 
them this fall. 
6. If you missed it in the convention report, the Diocesan Snow Camp 2018 for youth will be held in Ruidoso 
2/16-18/18 … this is a great chance to host youth from around our Diocese! 
7. The Christmas Project led by Sal Lopez will not host a party this year. Children newborn to 10 years will be 
provided gifts along with food for their family. Wrapping of gifts will be Saturday, 12/9 and the delivery of 
gifts will be 12/16 from 10:30 am to 1:00 pm. See article about Creches on the next page for what will follow 
on the 16th! 
8. Soldier’s Smiles will be packing December 10th at 2 pm!!! Contact Carol Keys for specifics. 
 

************ ****************** 
 
 
Sunday School is going well! Diane French in photo abovewith a craft from 10/22.  
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THE CRECHES … ARE COMING! 
WHAT?  
 Your Outreach Committee thought it would be a fun holiday event to have church families share and 
show off their crèches/or nativity scenes to other parishioners and to the community.  
 Therefore, an Open House will be held on Saturday, December 16th from 2:00 to 5:00 pm. Note that this 
follows delivery of the Christmas toys and dinners and we hope all those delivering will join the fun.  
 Participants are invited to bring their crèche to be set up anytime after noon that day. If you want to 
write something about your crèche on an index card or paper, please share. Also, even if you don’t bring your 
crèche, please bring an appetizer or dessert to share. The Open House will be open to the public as well as our 
church family. We hope to have a notice in the newspaper about this. 
***************************************************************************************** 

Can YOU Help? 
ECLC has a need for someone talented with the use of computers and software to take over the church website. 
Currently, it is in Dreamweaver but needs updating to more modern software such as Wordpress. If you are 
interested or know someone with this talent, please contact Seth Burgess. 
Many thanks to Josie for all she does with our Facebook page and for everything she does on behalf of ECLC. 
Here is one of her photos, Dr. Annala and his new great-granddaughter. 
 

  
 
 



 8 

  
 
 
 

Mobile Uploads 
 
 
Options 
Send in Messenger 
Like 
 
 
  

 
 

Stewardship 
 Everyone in ECLC knows that money is necessary to keep the doors open, heat on, lights blazing 
above our heads, and in the summer, fans moving. We have three beautiful and quite different parts to 
ECLC. One is a small historic chapel in Glencoe, St. Anne’s. If you’ve never worshipped there, you are 
missing something really special not to mention getting to meet other members of our ECLC congregation. 
Then we have a larger chapel, St. Matthias, in Carrizozo. This is a much beloved place to worship. The 
stained glass windows at St. Matthias were handmade by the parishioners and the entire chapel is special. 
Our largest site, in Ruidoso, is Church of the Holy Mount with its’ gorgeous view of the mountain looking 
past the altar. What all three parts of ECLC have is common are the people and our love of God. 
 Recently, your Senior Warden attended Grace & St. Stephen’s Church in Colorado Springs … and it 
just happened to be their Stewardship Sunday. They marked the occasion by asking the Sunday School 
children what made their church important to them. These are a few of their answers but I think they reflect 
why ECLC is important to all of us too. “Like Sunday School, I know God”, “I like family time and being 
with friends”, “It has helped me in tough times”, “I like going to parish hall for sweets”, and finally, “how 
(I’m) blessed by being part of our church”.  
 
 

LOOKING AHEAD 
 

 Watch for an article with photos in our next newsletter about a “Semi-Choir” camping trip to 
Colorado taken in late October/early November. If anyone with a camper would like to join the group on a 
future camping trip, contact Mary Aigner, 254 931 0047. 
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